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SECNAV | NSTRUCTI ON 1730. 7B

From Secretary of the Navy

Subj: RELIA OQUS M N STRY SUPPCRT W THI N THE DEPARTMENT OF THE
NAVY

Ref : (a) DoD Directive 1304.19 of 18 Sep 93 (NOTAL)
(b) U S. Navy Regul ations, 1990
(c) Title 10, United States Code
(d) DoD Directive 5120.8 of 20 Mar 95 ( NOTAL)

1. Purpose. To assign responsibilities for religious mnistry
support within the Departnent of the Navy. This revision should be
reviewed in its entirety.

2. Cancell ation. SECNAVI NST 1730. 7A.

3. Applicability. This instruction applies to all nenbers of the
Departnent of the Navy.

4, Definitions

a. Chaplains. As conmmi ssioned officers, Navy chaplains are
professionally qualified clergy of a certifying faith group who
provide for the free exercise of religion for all mlitary nenbers of
the Departnent of the Navy, their famly nenbers, and other authorized
persons, in accordance with reference (a). Chaplains advise conmands
in mtters of norale, norals and spiritual well being. |n accordance
with Article 1063 of reference (b), chaplains shall be detailed or
permtted to performonly such duties as are related to religious
mnistry support. Chaplains shall not bear arns. Chaplains shall not
be assigned collateral duties which violate the religious practices of
the chaplain’s faith group, require services as director, solicitor,
or treasurer of funds other than adm nistrator of a Religious Ofering
Fund, serve on a court-martial or stand watches other than that of
duty chapl ai n.

b. Chief of Chaplains. The Chief of Chaplains in accordance with
Section 5142 of reference (c) is appointed by the President to perform
such duties as described by the Secretary of the Navy and law. In
this capacity, the Chief of Chaplains serves as the Director of
Rel i gious Mnistry Support for the Departnent of the Navy. The
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Chi ef of Chaplains in accordance with Article 1009 of reference (b) is
princi pal advisor and sponsor on matters concerni ng Chaplain

Corps officers and Religious Program Specialists, and as head of the
Chaplain Corps is the primary spokesperson regardi ng professiona
matters with the mlitary and civilian conmmuniti es.

c. Deputy Chief of Chaplains. The Deputy Chief of Chaplains as
Deputy Director for Religious Mnistry Support in the Departnent of
the Navy is detailed by the Secretary of the Navy in accordance with
Section 5142a of reference (c) to performsuch duties as prescribed by
the Secretary of the Navy, and serves as Chaplain of the Marine Corps.

d. Departnent of the Navy. The Naval Organization is organized
under the Secretary of the Navy and consists of the follow ng: The
Ofice of the Secretary of the Navy; the Ofice of the Chief of Naval
Operations; the Headquarters, U S. Marine Corps; the entire operating
forces, including naval aviation, of the Navy and of the Marine Corps,
i ncluding the reserve conponents of such forces; all field activities,
headquarters, forces, bases, installations, activities and functions
under the control or supervision of the Secretary of the Navy; and the
U S. Coast Guard when operating as a part of the Navy under | aw.

e. Religious Mnistry Support. The entire spectrum of
prof essi onal duties, perfornmed by Navy chapl ai ns and Religi ous Program
Specialists, to include providing for or facilitating required
religi ous needs and practi ces.

f. Comrmand Religious Program (CRP). A CRP provides religious
mnistry support that is planned, programred, budgeted, and
i mpl emented to neet identified religious mnistry support
requirements.

5. Policy. It is Departnment of the Navy policy that conmmandi ng
officers shall provide Command Religi ous Progranms (CRPs) in support of
the religious needs and preferences for all nenbers of the naval
service, eligible famly nenbers and ot her authorized personnel. The
Chi ef of Chaplains, as the Director of Religious Mnistry Support for
the Departnent of the Navy, shall advise the Secretary of the Navy on
policy formulation and oversight pertaining to the inplenentation of
religious mnistry support, plans, prograns, and facilities.

a. Oganizational Placenment and Responsibilities

(1) The Chief of Chaplains, as Director of Religious Mnistry
Support for the Departnent of the Navy:
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(a) Advises the Secretary of the Navy on all matters
pertaining to the free exercise of religion within the naval service
in accordance with Article 1009 of reference (b) and Section 5142 of
reference (c). The Chief of Chaplains shall provide regular and
frequent advice on:

1. Religious, ethical and noral inplications of al
Departnent of the Navy policies and actions.

2. Religious faith-group policies and positions
af fecting the Departnent of the Navy.

3. Al matters pertaining to the organizati on and
utilization of the Chaplain Corps as a staff corps of the Navy.

4. Al matters pertaining to the organi zati on and
utilization of Religious Program Specialists.

(b) The Chief of Chaplains serves on the Armed Forces
Chapl ai ns Board (AFCB) in accordance with reference (d). As a nenber
of the AFCB, the Chief of Chaplains represents the Secretary of the
Navy to:

1. Departnent of Defense (DoD).
2. Chiefs of Chaplains/Chaplain Services of other DoD
conponent s.
3. 3. The Nation's religious faith groups.

(c) Advises the Commandant of the Marine Corps on
religious mnistry matters in reference to support, plans, prograns,
policy, personnel and facilities.

(d) Advises the Conmandant of the Coast Guard on
religious mnistry natters relative to the use of Navy Chaplains in
t he Coast Cuard.

(2) The Deputy Chief of Chaplains is the principal assistant
to the Chief of Chaplains. He shall also serve as Chaplain of the
Marine Corps, supervising religious mnistry in the Marine Corps; and
in accordance with reference (d) serve as a nenber of the AFCB.

(3) The Chief of Chaplains, as senior Chaplain in the Navy,
advi ses the Chief of Naval Operations on all matters pertaining to the
free exercise of religion within the Navy and assists the Chief of
Naval Operations in carrying out his responsibilities in
accordance with Article 1009 of reference (b) and Sections 5031 and
5032 of reference (c). In this capacity, the Chief of Chaplains:
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(a) Directs officers of the Chaplain Corps, Religious
Program Speci alists and all other designated persons engaged in
Religious Mnistry Support within the Navy, the U S. Mrine Corps, and
ot her governnental agencies receiving religious mnistry support from
Navy chapl ai ns.

(b) Serves as program sponsor for the professional
devel opnent, education and training of Chaplain Corps officers and
Rel i gi ous Program Speci al i sts.

(c) Serves as program sponsor for the Chapl ains Religious
Enri chnent Devel opnent Operation (CREDO).

(d) Provides technical sponsorship for the acquisition,
operation, and mai ntenance of religious mnistry support facilities,
col l ateral equi pment and other |ogistical support both ashore and
af | oat .

(4) The Chief of Chaplains shall, with respect to all
duties pertaining to the procurenent, distribution and support of
Chapl ai n Corps personnel, report to and be supported by the Chief of
Naval Personnel in accordance with Section 5142 of reference (c).

6. Responsibilities

a. The Chief of Naval Operations (CNO shall exercise oversight
to ensure conpliance with this instruction and shall inplenent the
policy in this instruction throughout the Navy. CNO shall initiate
action with the Commandant of the U S. Coast CGuard and the
Adm ni strator of the Maritine Administration to inplenent this policy
when using Navy Chaplains to provide religious mnistry support.

b. The Conmandant of the Marine Corps (CMC) shall issue orders to
i mpl enent this instruction throughout the Marine Corps.

7. Action. CNO and CMC shall forward inplenmenting instructions to
CNO (N097) .

Ri chard Danzi g
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